A View From the CIlitt

am b oo very high place, [T 0= g sirangs
pliace, strsnge 1o me ot feast, Trom which | ewn see a long
way. Aral what [see leaks new and very promizing.

The American Allaece of TR Orsinizations b
Allimnce s e alTiliation of wen difterent satienal and

state level societies with a megor mierest i addeessing
the problems of temporonosadibalar joint disorder-
(TR sl craniolecial pain, The Allanee s celeho-
ing its L0 vear stnoy aneepion amd has aken some
impertanl siodes Tovsand. The Alliance was originally
foundad o help deal with certain prolemes el oflee
plague the dinznoss amd eatment ol TAIID, non 5o
mmch Trome a0 chmical st point, but maore <o o e
political. Tinancial, and sdueanmal stedpeint rom
fzion represenls
over TAIHHE members, There are varinus clinical

“hehumad the seermes". Toodiile, 1he or

philosaphies i TRIED il o nuanber o e magor ones
are represented by the Alliance. Yer on o mane global
scale, all the participating ormmcanions sill sim foer the
sarme 2eal, e, the rimmeph o seicntific it m TAIL0
dizgnisis and remment,

One ol the wrger prokdems Tcing e prelession ol
denmistry with respect W dealing with the TAD enigne
has been ek of adeguate fondimg Tor traly prseiceal evi-
dence-rised clinical tesearch on the salject, To thar
end. last somaner =leven people representing the
Allianee, an thelr own expenss, mel with congressicaal
leaders in Wishington, 10O, wd visined the offices of 17
comgre sz over o three-day pericsd, Bis congressmen
proenised o werine e odlcials al the Satweal Instines of
Health (=1HT and Matioess] Tnstinne of Dental amnd
Cramiofscial Besearch (5TDCH )t allosats o Tund-
img for climcally relesant research o TR Ceriain
members o e Senate have alse heran o e sonee,
This all resulted i ts vear's appeantment of De, Noshir
Wb, Directon of the Craniodicial Pain Center a1 Tors
University, as the olficial linisen and representilive
from the Allamee e the NTDCR-chaired super group,
the TR wd Bluscle Disorders Imlerageney Wionking
Group CTRUDIWG, o wsante govermmeal-hased come-
mittes foowhieh the Allsoee has now been appaointzd an
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al el meenther, This megu-ggency i composed ol a
pmber of groups which melsde 13 Federal heahin care
agencies, =och as NIH, CIHD, el the FIRA o name
Feww, g well s orgasizations from academin, the privite
wectnr, and even the Deparment of Dofense. The il
fralth care research ama developanent combined budgel
iz all e members of this pmbeells organizitoes s over
several Dillion dollars por year, Aol nos here we are.
the Arnercan Allamce of TSE Oirganizations nighl
arnwonig s, arecognized officil member! The govem
pent o knes s whoowe ares where we Dive, whal
wee have Lo s 00 apgseaes 0eyne ready aed willing
1o st

Agmither aoal of the Allanee was ooget cur fest in the
dowsr witly the ATRA dfor all sors of rensons moth polin
cal amad educiiionaly, T Pt enad, mwre aood work has
bewn done P the lesdership of the Allimee, Thes veas
Adert He Gy, DMLY the choel Pulicy Advisor at the
American Dental Association spoke ar the Allinnce
mgetang this paest Febraary 26, 2005 in Chicaga coacem
ing reltions tetween the Allance wod e ADA Sow,
Phee ATl knos swhooswee wne and st we'ne abont,

A o elearing some of the comtroversal e n THD
diagnosis wnd therapeutivs, expecially with respect 1o
whuses executed by il ety insunioe carriers and e
rethds Gl excses ) ahey use toodeny er watithedd
claims pavments the Allanee 15 s sorking on an
vverview 0f TR diagemosis and treamment " auidas linss™
doscurment spanning seme G0 pages, Yes, they e pro-
cesding on Hns documen? with caotieus and carciolly
cinsidered steps, bt things geite ofien soem b st ot
that wiry in revolulions.

ulezes o os “slate of M a” conlerence are also being
dizctissed by cerain Alliance members, Commnnation
Fras adresady Lsen place o this sith besh the ADGE and
the Al

Threw pew societies Bive also masde Foomel applica-
qwm o o the Adlssce. Thebr memership applications
were subrmited and o repressntalive of cach onanis-
fresn mminde s presentatiens g peeae Wk Alliance hisnd

Al s st meeting, Theash diverse i orenbidien, ey
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all live & vested mterest i THD and :||-:|.|,'|'|1|3' sk
membership,

S e oseen, vasious steps are being laken, even
if some of them ane ar fiest somewhat faliering and hom-
Bl such s those of vours troly W the position of chiie-
raan ol this rapidly grosing and satising orgamzatio,
That is why | can see from o very high place., It s
becnse [ stimd on the masstve and lofly shealders ol
those e gemlemen who live goae hefose me, Giants
like Dr. Larry Tilley of Calloun, Georgia, Dr. Barry
Coonper ol Lawrence, New York and of course, my

imimediire |'l1l_"'l:!L"'l\_'|_'h:‘\-IH'. . Hih."[.' |.l||'||'|. Fator of

CRANICE of Chattanonga, Tennessee., These men are o
b sk ledged and honored Tor their magnilicenl
leadership and sacrifices in the formation and nurnorisg
ot the Alliance, Amd there will wlao be others who come
after e, T lave seen them o Troasn this perch, They ane,
like those alrewdy mentioned shove, mer of vision, meen
of tenaeily., men of courags amd passionie mlensiy,
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They arugele wnd work amd affect the sieps aecessary,
cne by oo, that Bersoard the cause ol the Allinece--a
witess s fuieh sl als cnore is G provade g oposanve Toee
abd in the riomph of the roch, What a grand experi-
ment! How locky we all wne 10 have this chamse and o
biawiz thiese men,

The Alliance &5 alive amd well, 1 s arowing sleadily
stromger ingradual vel porsislent steps, 10 i oranie
tion For e betterment of the patients, the bemement of
the prodession, and the betterment of the procitioner. [Es
e orgarnzation Tor vou, o can the Tutaee, ks 10
the gromndwork laad dowa by such steadfast men as |
live seen in this Alliznce, be anyihing but bricht. | wm
hum®led o be woith them and count thea as brodhers,

Tereance 1. Spahl, D00L5.

Cliimmn, Americun Allinmnee
of T Chrgamizations
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